
 

CARTER, SYDNEY JAMES 

Royal Navy (discharged for health reasons) 

aged 32 

 Number 346797 

Died January 1917 and buried on the 31st January 

He was the second son of the late  John Carter, former skipper of H. M. the late King Edward's  yacht  

Britannia. Sydney had been serving as a seaman & had recently returned to the UK from America. It is not clear 

from his obituary in the Essex County Telegraph of the 6th February 1917, whether he had been serving with 

the Royal Navy. There is  a Sydney James Carter born in Colchester 27 April 1884 shown in Royal Naval 

records (ADM 188/526). He had contracted Lung problems and on medical advice had become an in-patient at  

the Millbrook Isolation Hospital. Subsequently, from further complications he had a relapse and succumbed to 

heart failure. Sydney was buried at the "Old" Southampton Cemetery. He left a widow at their home at 87 

Clovelly Road, Southampton. 

The City of Adelaide moored alongside. 

The Millbrook Isolation Hospital where Sydney spent 

his last few days was a former sailing ship the City of 

Adelaide.  She had been built in 1864 as a passenger 

& cargo vessel for the Plymouth - Australian run. 

Following a cholera outbreak in Southampton, she 

had been purchased in 1893 for £1,750 by the 

Corporation of the City of Southampton, who had her 

converted to an isolation hospital with the ‘tween 

deck adapted into three wards, mooring in the River 

Test off Millbrook. Here she was able to take 

inbound passengers or crews suffering from 

infectious disease. Thus the risk of epidemics 

spreading through mainland Britain was significantly 

minimised. By 1923 the City Council had decided 

that the ship had outlived her use and she was sold to 

the Admiralty for £2,500. She was brought to Irvine, 

Ayrshire where she was refitted to become the Clyde 

Division Drill Ship for the RNVR. Her main deck 

was enclosed, signal bridges were fitted at the main 

mast positions fore and aft and four guns were installed. The Navy already had a vessel called Adelaide in the 

fleet and so City of Adelaide was renamed HMS Carrick. 

  

  



 

1914-19 Victory Medal, 1914-20 War Medal. 

1901 Census has  his younger brother George Carter, aged 8, born Rowhedge living East Donyland. His 

sister, Laura Carter  aged 18 born Rowhedge living East Donyland working as a Dressmaker & his mother  Jane 

Carter aged 46 born & living in East Donyland working as a tailoress. His father  John Carter was aged 43 born 

in Aldeburgh and at the time of the census away from home on the Isle Of Wight at Cowes listed as a Yacht 

Master. His elder brother was John Carter aged  23 born at Rowhedge and with his father on the Isle Of Wight 

at  Cowes working, as a Mariner. Sydney Carter himself was aged 16 again born in Rowhedge where he was 

working as an Electrical Engineer. 

King Edward VII's Royal Yacht Britannia circa 1895 

 

Captain John Carter and most of the crew of the royal racing cutter Britannia were from Rowhedge. She is seen 

here setting 10,000 square feet of sail and with a crew of 30. 

SOUTHAMPTON OLD CEMETERY     Section F191 grave 172. 

The Cemetery is on Southampton Common and is currently allowed to become overgrown and maintained as a 

wildlife sanctuary. This cemetery, on the Common, belongs to the Corporation. It was made in 1846 under Act 

of Parliament, and it now covers 27 acres. It contains 78 scattered British War Graves, a plot of 21 Belgians, and 

one German. Though Sydney is not classed as a cwgc grave. He is also remembered on the memorial in Saint 

Lawrence's Church Rowhedge. 



 

 

 

THE UNITED BENEFICE OF ABBERTON, EAST DONYLAND, FINGRINGHOE , LANGENHOE 

 


